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“An investment in 

knowledge pays the 

best interest.” 

Benjamin Franklin 

 

“Today, a reader, 

Tomorrow a 

leader .” 

Margaret Fuller 

C A S T L E R E A  C .  S .  

. 
 Scifest  

On May 11th,  2nd Yr. and TY students travelled to Sligo to compete in the 9th annual Scifest Competition organised and 
held in Sligo IT. 
Thirty one projects were entered in the Junior and Intermediate categories. Some of the project titles included :- “The ef-
fects of static and dynamic stretching on people in sport” “The air we breathe” and “The effect of hair dye on hair 
strength”. 
Kevin Glancy, Aaron McDermott and Sean Kenny won second prize in the Junior Technology Category with their project 
“Are all car headlights equal?” 
Sandra Keane, Tara Keane and Sarah Winston were successful with their project “The most nutritious way to make silage” 
achieving third place in the Junior Life Science Category. 
In the Special Awards (National) Lisa O’Rourke and Cora Sharkey scooped the Sustainable Energy Award SEAI 
(Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland )for their project “What is the best insulator material for horse bedding”. 
Cora and Lisa have now qualified to have their project considered for the Scifest 2016 SEAI INESPO International Envi-
ronment & Sustainability Project Olympiad) Award to be held in  Dublin in November. 
Congratulations to all students and their teachers, Ms Farrell, Ms Dervin and Ms Hanbury on their huge effort. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Lisa O’Rourke and Cora 
Sharkey, with their teacher Ms. 
Farrell, who received  the SEAI 
Award for their Scifest project. 
“What is the best insulator mate-
rial for horse bedding? 

Kevin Glancy, Aaron McDermott and 
Sean Kenny with their teacher Ms 
Dervin who won second prize in the 
Junior Technology Category with their 
project “Are all car headlights equal?” 

Sandra Keane, Tara Keane and 
Sarah Winston were successful 
with their project “The most nu-
tritious way to make silage” 
achieving third place in the Junior 
Life Science Category 

BT Young Scientist 
Pictured right are Aoife Collins 
and Tara Muldowney at the BT 
Young Scientist and Technology 
Exhibition in the RDS last Janu-
ary. The project  was entitled  
“The effect of Irish Dancing on 
the ankle.” Well done to the girls 
on doing the school proud. 

Science Festivals 



“The art of 

being wise is the 

art of knowing 

what to 

overlook.” 

William James 

Darkness to Light 
Castlerea hosted its first Darkness into Light walk on Saturday 7th May and it was a resounding success.  It was uniquely organ-
ised by the Transition Year students with Ms. O’Dea at the helm. They left no stone unturned to ensure that this event would be a 
fantastic success. It was an amazing sight to see a sea of yellow in the Hub, all raising awareness for the prevention of suicide.  
Thankfully the rain stayed away and all participants enjoyed a walk through the very picturesque Castlerea Demesne. All were 
struck by the beauty at the back of the O’Rourke pitch, where they admired the stunning ‘Hope’ banner and the array of lights 
that lit up the pathways, all symbolising the possibility of hope and light conquering the darkness.  We would like to thank every-
one involved for all of their support, especially the staff of Castlerea Community School, the Castlerea Gardai and Civil Defence, 
the Towns Trust, Towns Team and “The Hub”.  Sincere appreciation to all of our sponsors, those who provided refreshments, 
helped with sound, and all those who volunteered to help with stewarding, registration, refreshments and general organisation.  A 
big thank you to Fergal O’Donnell who was there to offer his support on the morning and to the huge crowd that turned up to 
participate and who joined us for a cup of tea and chat afterwards.  Without you all, this event would not have been the phenome-
nal success that it was. Our final thanks is to the Transition Year students of 2016, who have worked so hard to organise such an 
important event. A phenomenal amount of almost €14,000 was raised for this very worthy cause. Well done to all involved.  
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TY News 



“A person who 

never made a 

mistake never 

tried anything 

new.” 

Albert Einstein  

Presentation of Prize for TY Film 
As part of the Decade of Commemoration Initiatives, each Education Centre in the country ran a 
1916 project competition. The brief was “to capture the essence of the local picture of 1916, link-
ing it to the national picture, in a project which must be presented in digital format”. 
A group of five TY students – Aleksander Szezesny, Alana Bligh, Sara Sharkey, Robert Calla-
ghan and Tara Muldowney – with the help of History teacher, Mr. Gooney, and Technology 
teacher, Ms. Hanbury, made a short documentary film called ‘Fr. Michael O’ Flanagan: The Rebel 
Priest’. Fr. O’ Flanagan, a native of Cloonfower, Castlerea, made a very significant contribution 
to Ireland’s struggle for independence in the years before and after 1916. He was instrumental in 
Sinn Féin’s by-election victory in North Roscommon in 1917, became vice-president of Sinn Féin 
later that year and spoke the first words at the first meeting of Dáil Éireann in January 1919, hav-
ing been invited to say the opening prayer. 
The entries were judged in February and the CCS entry was chosen as the overall winner in the 
Senior Category. The judges praised both the standard of research and its presentation. 
Unfortunately, our TY students were unable to attend the award ceremony on March 10th due to 
their involvement in another event. However, on Monday March 14th the Director of Carrick-on-
Shannon Education Centre, Catherine Martin, visited the school to present the award. 
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Catherine Martin, Director of Carrick-on-Shannon Education Centre,  presenting first 
prize for the Senior 1916 Project Competition. L to R: Ms. E Ryan, Principal, Sara 
Sharkey, Alexsander Szezesny, Catherine Martin, Tara Muldowney, Alana Bligh, Robert 
Callaghan and Mr. P Gooney (Teacher). Missing from photo Ms. Y Hanbury (Teacher). 

TY News 

TY Students visit Central Criminal  Court!! 
 Castlerea Community School Transition Year class travelled to Dublin to visit the Central 
Criminal Court. Upon arriving, the group was surprised to see such a modern, spectacular and 
beautiful building. The courts were not what they had expected. Many students were unaware 
that the public are entitled to be present at any court case except where ‘in camera’ is displayed 
on the door. They were divided into small groups and were then allowed to visit the courts. 
Students  were shocked at the close proximity of the accused to the general public.  
One case the students experienced  was a very complex case.  A member of the policing force 
was on trial for being accused of assaulting a well-known criminal while arresting him.  The 
case was riveting. Students were transfixed.  The witness gave his version of events. Students 
would have liked to have seen the case to its conclusion but unfortunately there were  time con-
straints. A very interesting and informative day was had by all. 

 



“I've learned... that 

the best 

classroom in the 

world is at the 

feet of an elderly 

person.” 

- Andy Rooney 
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TY Activities 
 TY students have completed their leadership with 
Foróige. The programme aims to enable young people to 
develop the skills, inspiration, vision, confidence and 
action plans to be effective leaders and also encourage 
young people to make a positive difference to their society 
through the practice of effective leadership. Students were 
involved in  group work and individual reflection, as well 
as practical projects.  
Students also undertook a Basic Introduction course in 
Basketball refereeing given by Emer Kelly and a Founda-
tion course in GAA coaching given by Michael Carroll and 
Peter Kearney.  Both courses were thoroughly enjoyed by 
all students who participated. 
 Both groups were also introduced to dancing with Aoife 
McGowan and a few students have proven to be very 
talented! Several students attended Self Defence classes 
with Tom McKeown and also participated in an Emergen-
cy First Aid Course for which they all received Certifica-
tion. 
All of the activities, to numerous to mention here, will 
prove invaluable to the TY students in the future. 

  Variety Concert 
The TY Variety Show took place in the school assembly 
hall on Thursday night the 24th April. The show was pro-
duced by the TY class who took part in the majority of 
performances but were joined by acts from across the 
school community. The night was truly a variety night in 
every sense of the word, packed with singing, dancing and 
much more. Highlights on the night included a performance 
of ‘Grace’ in recognition and commemoration of the Easter 
Rising 1916, an original comedy sketch called ‘The Stick 
Up’ and the TY Hucklebuck Jive Medley.  
The night was a huge success but could not have been pos-
sible without the generous support of the local businesses 
who sponsored raffle prizes, the management and staff of 
the school and those who helped out in any way to get the 
show on the road. Thanks especially to the TY students who 
worked tirelessly to create a fun-filled and entertaining 
night. 

Pictured above are TY students, Michael Conroy, 
Owen Hester, James Egan and Tomás Hester 
who entertained the audience with their versionof 
“Whiskey in the jar”. 

Young Social Innovators 
The Young Social Innovators of the Year Awardstook 
place on 9th May in the Citywest Hotel Dublin. YSI teams 
are invited to this event to celebrate the work that they have 
done throughout the year bringing positive change to com-
munities across Ireland. The event is the biggest celebration 
of social innovation in Ireland with over 5000 young inno-
vators attending. For our TY students it represented the 
culmination of months of hard work, tackling the serious 
issues of both mental health awareness and health and 
fitness education.  
Congratulations to Portmarnock Community School who 
were named “Young Social Innovators of the Year 2016” 
and many thanks to the YSI team who produced a wonder-
ful day out for all our students. 

Student Enterprise 

2nd Prize Winners in the Roscommon County Student Enterprise 
Final and 1st Prize Winners in the School Enterprise Competition. 
Back row, Louise Ward, Local Enterprise Office, Cllr. Paddy 
Kilduff, Cathaoirleach of Roscommon County Council,  Jennifer 
Keane, Amy Malone, Michael Conroy, Martin Lydon, Roscom-
mon County Council,  Ms. Eileen Ryan, School Principal and Ms. 
Yvonne Ryan, Business teacher. Front row, Sarah Diggins and 
Megan Lattimore. 

School Enterprise Runners-Up were Alana Bligh, Sara Sharkey, 
Megan Gaughen, Chloe Murray, Katelynn King, with their pro-
ject “Something Nice”.  

‘Mol an Óige agus tiocfaidh sí’. 
TY students at CCS were delighted to receive an invitation 
to the Official Launch of the County Roscommon Age 
Friendly Strategy in the Abbey Hotel. 
Legendary broadcaster Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh, who was 
the keynote speaker of the launch, praised the TY students 
for their Social Inclusion Day, which promotes inclusion of 
Senior Citizens in our community.  He said it was fantastic 
to see the younger generation taking an interest in the older 
generation.  He suggested that TY students nationwide 
should interact with older people as part of the 1916 com-
memorations. He stressed the importance of tapping into the 
knowledge and wisdom of the older generation.  In his clos-
ing remarks, he again complimented the students for their 
interaction with the elderly. Mar a deir an seanfhocal, ‘Mol 
an Óige agus tiocfaidh sí’. 

TY Students and Ms. Callaghan, TY Coordinator, with 
Michael O’Muircheartaigh at the County Roscommon 
Age Friendly Strategy. 

TY News 



“I’ve missed more 

than 9000 shots in 

my career. I’ve lost 

almost 300 games. 

26 times I’ve been 

trusted to take the 

game winning shot 

and missed. I’ve 

failed over and 

over and over 

again in my life. 

And that is why I 

succeed.” 

Michael Jordan  
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TY News 

Global Passport Award for CCS 
On 14th April 2016, TY students, together with their teachers Ms. Hurley and Ms. Callaghan, 
attended the World Wise Global Schools Annual Conference in Thomond Park, Limerick. The 
school was presented with the WWGS “Global Passport” award in recognition of the Whole 
School Development Education Programme which had been rolled out over the year. This initia-
tive has seen the school engage with Development Education throughout the year, encouraging 
students to practise critical thinking in their learning and to cultivate a genuine concern for oth-
ers, both on a local and global scale. The aim of the conference was to familiarise participants 
with the Global Goals and explore practical actions that can be taken to achieve them. Examples 
of action taken by students were showcased on the day. The conference strengthened teachers’ 
understanding of Development Education, empowering them to facilitate students in taking ap-
propriate and meaningful action. The day certainly built confidence and creativity and created a 
sense of excitement about Development Education in all who attended. Students were engaged in 
workshops throughout the day, where they explored various global issues and actions which 
could be taken. They then took a tour of the Global Action Market Place. The highlight of the 
day was the presentation of the Global Passport Award. This is an externally audited DE quality 
mark for our school, which validates and recognises the DE work being done in the school. The 
award was accepted on behalf of CCS by Ms. Hurley and Brendan O’Brien. A thoroughly enjoy-
able day was had by all.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Thompson, Ms. Callaghan, Tara Muldowney, Luke Madden, Ms. Hurley, Brendan 
O’Brien, Megan Gaughen, Roisin Igoe and Clive Connell  receiving the” Global Passport” 
for CCS. 

TY Graduation Class 2016 



Ombudsman for Children 
The recent visit to our school of the Ombudsman for children, Dr. Niall Muldoon, provided Junior Cycle stu-
dents with a unique insight into many aspects of the Ombudsman’s work.  Dr.Muldoon, accompanied by a 
member of his team, Ms. Lorna Walsh, gave a presentation on the Ombudsman’s office and the many chal-
lenges that are encountered in the course of his work. 
A question and answers session after the presentation gave students a chance to air their concerns and to seek 
information on matters pertinent to the welfare of children in today’s changing society. Subsequent feedback 
from the office of the Ombudsman acknowledged the testing nature of some of the queries. 
Well done to our very attentive and articulate students. We extend special thanks to Niall and Lorna for taking 
time out to visit C.C.S and for providing us with this excellent opportunity to learn more about the vital work 
they do on behalf of our country’s children. The visit was organised by Ms Galvin as part of the CSPE pro-
gramme.  

 

P A G E  1 6  

Photo includes Dr. 
Niall Muldoon, 
Ms. Lorna Walsh, 
Principal, Ms Ei-
leen Ryan and 
Junior Cycle stu-
dents 

Ms. Eileen Ryan 
Principal, Tara 
Keane 2nd  Yr.,  
Ms. Lorna Walsh, 
Dr. Niall Muldoon, 
Ombudsman, Lu-
ana Camargo and 
Ms. Berenice Gal-
vin, CSPE teacher. 

A First for Agri Careers 
On Thursday, 3rd March, 6th Yr., 5th Yr. and Transition Year Agri-
cultural Science students, attended the Agri Careers Day in the RDS 
Dublin. This was the first such fair in the Agri sector and proved to 
be very valuable for our students. The event showcased the huge 
variety of jobs currently on offer in the sector and afforded the op-
portunity to discuss Third Level courses with the various education-
al providers exhibiting on the day. An event  such as this reflects the 
current employment opportunities in the sector which will, without a 
doubt, be of valuable assistance to our Leaving Cert. students. 

“Start by doing 
what's necessary; 
then do what's 
possible; and 
suddenly you are 
doing the 
impossible.” 
 
 St. Francis of Assisi  
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C A S T L E R E A  C .  S .  

“Live as long as you 

may, 

The first twenty 

years are longer 

than half of your 

life.” 

Robert Sughey 

 School Tours 2016 

 
 

 
German Exchange 

From the 13th - 20th of April this year, eleven TY and 5th yr. students accompanied by their Ger-
man teachers, took part in a school exchange to Germany. They experienced the culture, food, 
school life and of course the language. During their trip they went on excursions to a cake facto-
ry, an ancient castle, and a museum showing them about life living near the Berlin Wall during 
WW 2. They sampled the delicious cakes and ice-creams. Living with host families gave them a 
great insight into life in Germany: mealtimes, early starts etc and it enabled them to use and im-
prove on their knowledge of the German language. Great friendships were formed. A quick tour 
around Berlin concluded the trip. We await with excitement the return visit of 15 German stu-
dents and their teachers in September. 

TY and 5th Yr. students, with their German teachers, took part in a school 
exchange to Germany.  

5th Year Tour to Lake Garda, Italy 

Pictured are members of staff and students enjoying themselves in Italy last 
March.  



“Eighty percent of 

success is showing 

up.” 

 Woody Allen  

L.C.A. Hotel and Catering Task 
Our L.C.A. 1 students typed  up a support project for their Hotel and Catering task. This task involved prepar-
ing, cooking and serving a hot buffet for a group of over 20 students. The students were involved in the prepra-
tion of a selection of sweet and savoury dishes in one and a half hours. They worked against the clock to pre-
sent a wonderful choice of starters, main courses and desserts which would delight the appetite of their guests. 
All their guests were treated to a scrumptious lunch which included soup, pizza, curry, stir fry (to name but a 
few) and a variety of desserts which went down a treat. It was a very successful event where the students’ 
teamwork was complimented on by their teacher Ms. Collins. They were  examined on this work on Wednes-
day the 27th April by interview. 

 

Eoghan McDermott 
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LCA Students visit Happy 

L.C.A. students serving up the buffet to 
their hungry guests 

Music Trip 
 

5TH and 6th Yr. Music students from 
Castlerea Community School, together 
with their Music teacher, Ms. McNulty, 
attended “ A Guide to Berlioz” in the 
National Concert Hall, Dublin on Mon-
day 7th March. This concert was both 
educational and enjoyable.  

 

CCS Students meet Eoghan McDermott, 
Irish television and radio presenter, well 
known for hosting The Voice of Ireland  at 
the BT Young Scientist Competition in the 
RDS. 



“ I’ve learned that 

people will forget 

what you said, 

people will forget 

what you did, but 

people will never 

forget how you 

made them feel.” 

Maya Angelou  

Flag Ceremony in Croke Park 
Castlerea Community School had the honour of sending representatives to a special Flag Ceremony  
in  Croke Park on Monday 7th March.  Alana Bligh(TY), Shauna Bligh (2nd Year) and Tara Keane 
(2nd Year) represented the school to receive a Tricolour in a special ceremony presided over by Presi-
dent Michael D. Higgins and hosted by Mr Ryan Tubridy. 
Ms. Margaret Larkin and Ms. Aine Mullarkey (History Dept.) also attended this historical event. 
Over 6000 students from all over the country were present to commemorate the 1916 Rising and ac-
cept the Tricolour and Proclamation in preparation for Proclamation Day  15th March. 
The ceremony, held in collaboration with the Thomas F. Meagher Foundation, invited attendees to 
remember Thomas F. Meagher – the man we can thank for the flag we fly today.  
President Michael D. Higgins gave a very inspirational speech praising the “Flags for Schools” initia-
tive for allowing young people around the country to “reconnect with our national flag” and “fully 
understand its peaceful message”. Shauna had the special honour of receiving our flag and proclama-
tion.  President Higgins described the 1916  Rising as a “stunningly ambitious act of imagination” 
and he thanked the Thomas F. Meagher Foundation for promoting the powerful symbolism of our 
national flag. 
This flag was raised on Tuesday 15th March, when Proclamation Day was celebrated in CCS with a 
ceremony in the assembly area, attended by every student and member of staff. Members of the lo-
cal” Active Age Group” and ”The Men’s Shed” joined us for the event. 
The ceremony began at noon with a short address on the importance and solemnity of the day by 
Deputy Principal, Mr. Burke. This was followed by reflections on the meaning and importance of the 
national flag by Ms. Larkin and second year student, Tara Keane. Ms. Mullarkey, the MC, then invit-
ed renowned local historian, Mr. Anthony Tuohy, to raise the tricolour which had been presented to 
the school at a ceremony in Croke Park the previous week. The national anthem was performed by a 
group of second year musicians. Mr. Gooney spoke briefly about the Proclamation before Leaving 
Cert. student, Karl Mulligan, read the 1916 Proclamation to a silent and deeply respectful audience. 
Ciarraí Harkin then read Castlerea Community School’s Proclamation for a “New Generation”. 
Ms. O’Dea and Ms. Connaughton presented prizes to the students who submitted the winning entries 
in the 1916 Project and Art competitions. TY student, Tara Muldowney, introduced the film about Fr. 
Michael O’ Flanagan made by TY students and invited the assembly to sit back and enjoy its first 
showing in the school. 
The indoor part of the ceremony concluded with Mr. Burke reminding students to be respectful of the 
contribution made, not only by those involved in 1916, but also by the generations who followed and 
made Ireland the respected country it is today. The current generation of young people, he said, 
should be aware that they too can make a significant contribution to the life of the country in the fu-
ture. 
A small group of students, along with our guests, then went outside to the front of the school, where 
Anthony Tuohy raised the national flag and spoke briefly about some local connections with 1916. 
This was a truly memorable occasion. 
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Alana Bligh, Tara  Keane and Shauna 
Bligh receiving the Irish Flag and Procla-
mation to bring back to the school 

Proclamation 

Anthony Tuohy raising the national flag 
at the front of the school 



“Mol an Óige 

agus tiocfaidh sí.” 

Praise youth and it 

will prosper. 

 

1st Yr. Faith/Reflection Days in CCS 
1st  Yr. students were provided with a Faith/Reflection experience on March 10th.   

This year’s “Faith/Reflection Days” were facilitated by “OM Ireland”. The OM team was led by Anna Christine and included 
14 high school teenagers from South Carolina USA. 

Great excitement abounded around the school as the group set the tone for the day, arriving in what has become their flag ship 
all round Ireland “The Red Bus” 

 Using Music and Drama, they explored, with the students, the importance of nurturing their self-worth and exploring the value 
of an ongoing relationship with God. Using activities and in small discussion groups, the High school students (14-15 year 
olds) from the USA shared with the students how their faith supports their family, school and social lives. 

 Students spoke afterwards of how thrilled they were with the experience of the day, stating that  it was “brilliant” .They spoke 
of approaching their friendships with each other and God in a new more trusting way. 

    Students, from other year groups. took up the OM invitation to chat over lunch or after school for an hour with the team on 
the red bus.  

A heartfelt “thank you” to the OM team for the enthusiastic way they facilitated the day, an empowering experience for all 
involved. 
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Students and staff attending the Musical “Jersey Boys”. 

Jersey Boys Musical Trip 
 Students and  staff members from CCS attended the musical “Jersey Boys” matinee show in the Bord Gais theatre on 
Thurs. 14th Jan. The musical told the lifestory of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. The familiar songs, including, “Oh 
What a night”, “Big girls don’t cry” “Can’t take my eyes off you” had everyone bopping in their seats from start to 
finish. A great outing was had by all.  

“The Big Red Bus” 



“Life has two rules:  

#1 Never quit 

#2 Always 

remember rule 

#1.” 

     Anon 

CSPE TRIP            
On 25th  February, Ms. Ryan’s 2nd and 3rd year CSPE classes went 
on a trip to Dublin as part of their Action Project preparation. This 
followed on from a visit of Minister  Denis Naughten to our school.   
The day began with a 1916 Freedom tour around Dublin city in two 
military vans, visiting the main sights and buildings involved in the 
Rising.  The guides were dressed in period army uniforms. They 
took the students  to various locations throughout the city, such as 
the GPO and informed them of  facts and stories pertaining to  the 
locations. 
 Following this tour, students visited the Irish Aid Centre to learn 
more about the concept of Development which is also central to 
their  CSPE course. Students took part in a workshop where they 
learned about the work of Irish Aid and that it was a government 
funded organisation, not a charity. They then  took part in an activi-
ty where 4 families, all in different financial situations, reported at 
the end of the year whether they had  moved up on the economic 
ladder or down, depending on how their circumstances had changed 
during the year. 
Finally, students  visited the Houses of The Oireachtas.  They  were 
taken on a tour around the Dáil and the Seanad . The tour guide 
explained the layout of the Dáil chamber and explained Dáil proce-
dure.  They  were also shown  pictures of previous members of the 
Dáil as well as an original copy of the Proclamation which they had 
heard so much about in the 1916 tour. Students had a very enjoya-
ble and informative day.  

“Strictly Come Banking” Official Launch 

The “Strictly Come Banking” Team with spe-
cial guests and past pupils, Gareth Scahill and 
Dermot Lyons. Picture also includes Claire 
Bruen, AIB Student Officer, Stephen Roch-
ford, Bank Manager, AIB, as well as Business 
Department Teachers Ms. Y Ryan, Ms. C 
Kenny and Mr. J Reidy. 

Meet the CCS “Strictly Come Banking” 
team : Bróna Earley, Laura Harte, Andrew 
Lyons, Chantelle Glynn and Laoise Miley    
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The school community extends its sincere condolences  
to Keith Lynch on the death of his father and to all mem-
bers of the wider school community who have also been 
bereaved this year. 

Go suaimhní siad i síocháin. 

Doodle 4 Google 

Students outside Dáil Éireann 

Luana Camargo with her “ Doodle 4 Google” 
semi-final entry with her teacher Ms. Pauline 
Connaughton. 



P A G E  2 2  

“How wonderful it is 

that nobody need 

wait a single 

moment before 

starting to improve 

the world.” 

Anne Frank  

“When one door of 

happiness closes, 

another opens, but 

often we look so 

long at the closed 

door that we do not 

see the one that has 

been opened for us.” 

–Helen Keller  

C A S T L E R E A  C .  S .  

Samples of Student Project  Work 


